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January 5, 2010 

December Thank You’s! 
⇒ Preparing Christmas Newsletter for Mailing: Ginger Burnett, Jennifer Clay, John 

Crawford, Jon Hope, Donna Johnson, Jane Leenerts, Wendy Littrell, Ima Jean 
Stephens, Patty Tarver, and Byron Wells! 

⇒ Facilitating our web site: Rod Morehead! 
⇒ Leading Call to Worship: Ben Quick, Sonya Howard, and Carol Reyman!  
⇒ Worship Volunteers: Candlelighters, Hosts, Ushers, Communion Preparers, and 

Hospitality volunteers! 
⇒ Altar Cloths: Wendy Littrell! 
⇒ Parking Signs: Grady Quick, Ben Quick, George Keil, and anonymous helpers! 
⇒ Our Guest Minister on Dec. 13th: Rev. Dr. Charles Rice! 
⇒ Our Guest Minister on Dec. 27th: Ms. Ana Wilson! 
⇒ Supplying Network Cable for New Copier: Marc Amberson! 
⇒ Repairing Kitchen sink drains and faucets: Mike Goebel and Jon Hope! 
⇒ Sweeping Front Walk: George Keil! 
⇒ Donating January Newsletter: Quick family in celebration of Grady’s birthday! 

We have entered a New 
Year - 2010!  With the 
New Year comes many 
new opportunities as well 
as changes and            
adjustments for Round 
Grove United Church 
UCC.  The first part of 
this year brings a lot of 
excitement as we         
anticipate and plan for 
the Doane College Choir 
Performance and Visit 
and as we plan for our 
Sanctuary Renovation 
along with the actual 
Renovation during late 

Spring and Summer.  All 
of this  comes in the midst 
of significant stress for 
each household, our 
church, and the world as a 
whole. 
In such situations, we   
hunger for quick and easy 
solutions.  The truth is 
there rarely is a silver   
bullet, which solves our 
problems and relieves our 
stress.  It is during times 
like this that we humans 
have a  tendency to jump 
for a perceived easy      
solution.  Unity in church             
organizations and other 
voluntary associations can 
easily suffer under such 
conditions. 
Round Grove United 
Church seeks to live out 
Christian Unity in        
Diversity and we have 

many different views and 
backgrounds, so our unity 
is vulnerable when we 
experience such stress, 
changes, and newness.  
Because of this, it is    
important for us to      
remember we are part of 
the Body of Christ, the 
Church.  Our Identity 
calls for us to be loving, 
respectful, and patient 
with one  another.  The 
Sermon Series, during the 
next four Sundays, will 
focus on our Identity and 
Unity in Christ.  I hope 
you will be among the 
gathered community as 
we affirm our Unity    
together and as we move 
forward in the face of  
opportunities and change.  
Let us unite in Worship 
and Praise God!   
                 - Pastor Wells    

Facing Change & the New Year in Unity 



     The Youth Sunday 
School class (7th-12th 
gr.) will begin a new 

Emerge Bible study in January.  
Emerge 3.0 will cover the 
following topics: 
▪ I’m Third: deals with 

setting priorities by putting 
God first, others second, 
and ourselves third. 

▪ Arise: a 5-session unit on 
leadership that follows the 
story of David before he 
became King of Israel. 

▪ Tricked Out: looks at how a 
relationship with Christ 
transforms us and uses 
popular reality shows as a 
metaphor. 

Missions and Outreach Program 
Each Sunday at 9:25 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Teresa Morrow  

Sunday School Happenings 
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Gathering 
with 

Instruments 
&  Sunday 

School 
returns  

Jan. 10th! 

     The Lower and Upper 
Elementary Sunday School classes 
will focus on passages from John 
and Luke.  Our lesson titles 
include: Close to God’s Heart, 
Affirmed in Love, Extravagant 
Sign, Good News, Good Ways, 
and Prophet on the Edge. 
If you are interested in teaching, 
helping, or subbing in Sunday 
School, please contact Christian 
Education Assistant, Mary Quick. 
     Gathering with 
Instruments and 
regular Sunday 
School classes will 
resume on Jan. 10th. 

“Scrubs” Project: Donna Johnson is 
in charge of this project.  She has been 
very instrumental in coordination, 
purchasing and delivering the finished 
scrubs, blankets and toys to Denton 
Regional Hospital.  Donna and her 
“gang” have been very busy this year 
making blankets for the “Scrubs” 
Project.  The Blanket Gang meets 
once a month during the day.  If you 
are interested in making blankets and 
joining the “gang”, please contact 
Teresa Morrow or Donna Johnson.  
Thank you, Donna, for all of the hard, 
unseen work you do for Round Grove! 
Holiday Season: The Missions Group 
has been very busy this holiday 
season!  We purchased gifts for four 
seniors from CCA.  Thanks to Marc 
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▪ Cheryl Nordhem - 1st 
▪ Kara DeBruin - 11th 
▪ Jennifer Clay - 22nd 
▪ Mike Goebel - 24th 

▪ Art Martinez - 24th 
▪ Grady Quick - 29th 
▪ Sean Wilkins - 29th 
▪ Ethel Harman - 30th 

Please contact Wendy Littrell, Administrative Assistant, to be included on the birthday list. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Happy 
Birthday! 

CCA Senior Lunch: We are beginning 
our third year of providing a hot meal to 
needy seniors.  Our volunteers who 
deserve a pat on the back for helping 
include: Harold & Willie Compton, Donna 
Johnson, George Keil, Jane Leenerts, 
Shane & Phyllis Murphy, Joan Pulliam, 
and Ima Jean Stephens.   
Missions Group: Everyone is welcome 
to participate.  We usually meet on 
Sundays at 9:25 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall!  If you have any questions, please 
contact Teresa Morrow.   
 
- Thank you for all of your gracious and 
generous giving!  The Missions Group 

Adult Bible 
Study Class 

led by Pastor Wells 
9:35 a.m. in the Narthex 

each Sunday 

Gathering with 
Instruments 

led by Michael Chandler 
(older) and Jennifer 
Clay and Margaret 

Wells (younger) 
each Sunday at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School 
2 yr. olds - 12th gr. 

9:25 - 10:20 a.m. 
each Sunday 

Amberson and family, who delivered 
six fully cooked meals on Christmas 
Eve.  The Missions Group sponsored 
the CCA Giving Tree on Thursdays at 
Vista Ridge Mall.  Volunteers (Marc & 
Rosa Amberson, Chuck Baker, Coly 
Gutekunst, Sonya Howard, Donna 
Johnson, George Keil, Wendy Littrell, 
Laura Martinez, Teresa Morrow, Shane 
& Phyllis Murphy, Pam Olson, Dee 
Shuttlesworth, Patty Tarver, & Scott 
Wyatt) received gifts at the receiving 
table.  We provided over 60 hours of 
volunteer services for CCA!  Thank you 
for all your endless help!  Toys:  We 
delivered 200 toys this year to CCA!  
We also delivered over 300 canned 
goods and boxed items for the CCA 
Holiday Baskets.  Thanks to you all! 



 

Round Grove Music Ministry 
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Thank you to. . . 

• the Chancel Choir, Children’s Choir Club, Cherub Singers, and Michael Chandler for the special Christmas 

program on December 13th! 

• all who baked goodies or purchased food for the reception following the Christmas program! 

• all who helped set up and/or clean up in conjunction with the December 13th Christmas program! 

• Erika Hope-Barker for assisting the Children’s Choir Club and Cherub Singers prior to the Christmas 

program! 

• Erika Hope-Barker and Nichole Barker for setting up for chimes! 

• Michael Chandler, Gary Chandler, and Jennifer Clay for special music on Christmas Eve. 

Doane College Choir 
 

 

 

 

 
   from Crete, NE  
     to Kansas City, MO  
       to Hesston, KS 

      to Lewisville, TX 
 

to Round Grove Church 
 

Sunday, January 24th 
4:30 p.m. 

 

No admission charge . . . Free will offering 
 

For more than a century, Doane choral groups have inspired audiences with performances of sacred and secular music. In 
more recent years, Doane Choir has enjoyed international acclaim as well. 
 
During annual national tours, the choir has presented concerts in Boston, Denver, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, New York City, 
Phoenix, Tucson, Pasadena, San Diego, and at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.  Since 1989, the choir has also 
embarked on six international tours, appearing in Austria, Germany, Italy, Lichtenstein, Sweden, and Switzerland.  The choir 
has presented concerts at many of the most prestigious musical cathedrals in Europe, including St. Mark’s Cathedral in Venice, 
the Thomaskirche in Leipzig, Germany, and the Dom of Cologne, Germany.  Following performances in Schwäbisch Hall, 
Germany, the choir received the following review from critic Helmut Brandt in the Haller Tagblatt: “The choir impresses by the 
wide spectrum of its repertoire, its immense assurance, and the dreamily perfect coordination of voices and dynamics from 
whispered pianissimo up to effortless vocal power.”  In May of 2008 the choir sang in the Salzburg Dom (Mozart’s church) and 
gave a standing room-only concert in the Peterskirche in Vienna, Austria. 
 

Dr. Kurt Runestad, conductor, is in his sixth year as an Assistant Professor and Director of Choral Activities at Doane College. 
He conducts three of Doane’s four choral ensembles, including the acclaimed Doane Choir. A Nebraska native, Runestad 
graduated from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota with a B.A. in music education. In 1993, he earned a Master’s of Arts 
in Choral Conducting from the University of Iowa. Runestad taught 10 years in Minnesota and Iowa in public schools. From 
1996 until 2000 he led the large choral program at Roseville Area High School in Minneapolis/St. Paul, conducting six of the 
school’s ten choirs. He returned to the University of Iowa in 2000, completing the Doctorate of Musical Arts in Choral 
Conducting in May of 2004. In 2009, Runestad received the Doane Student Congress Professor of the Year award. He lives in 
Lincoln, Nebraska with his wife, Carly, and their daughter, Avery. 



The YouthYouthYouthYouth  (7th-12th gr.) 
and sponsors, worked at the 
CCA Food Pantry on 
Saturday, December 19th, for 
their Holiday giving project, 
and then went to Chilis for 

lunch.  This group will meet on Sundays, 
Jan. 10th and 24th after Worship.  Contact 
Teresa Morrow if you have questions.  Bring 
friends!   
Junior Youth: Junior Youth: Junior Youth: Junior Youth: The Jr. Youth (3rd-6th gr.) 
and Youth set up the Narthex Christmas 
Tree, made Gingerbread Houses, and ate 
pizza on Sunday, Dec. 6th.  Parents of Junior 
Youth age students are encouraged to 
sponsor one event in the upcoming months.  
Contact Mary Quick for ideas or assistance.  
 
 

December Thank You’s:  December Thank You’s:  December Thank You’s:  December Thank You’s:  Ben 
Quick for setting up for 
Intergenerational Sunday School!  All 
who participated in Intergenerational 
Sunday School!  Our wonderful 
teaching volunteers!  Yvonne Warren & 
Carol Howell for hosting the Dec. Jr. 
Youth Event!  Christian & Jon DeBruin, 
Emily Leenerts, Ben & Sarah Quick, 
Kayla Tabuena, and Allison, Jeffrey & 
Kyle Whittaker for all their hard work 
supporting our community by working 
at CCA!  Karol Whittaker for being a 
great support to the Youth and giving of 
your time helping them!  The Jr. Youth 
and Youth Sunday School classes for 
doing the Advent Candle Ritual!   

Our Guests  

Christian Education Chatter 

Women’s Fellowship 

PAGE 4 REV.  DR.  BYRON S .  WELLS ,  PASTOR 
WENDY LITTRELL,  ADMINISTRATIVE ASS ISTANT  MARY QUICK,  CHRISTIAN 

VOL.  26 ,  NO. 10   

Please let Pastor Wells know if you would 
like to join, or if you have any questions 
about Round Grove United Church UCC.  

     Our guests in December included: Rob Chalupa; Scott, 
Jill, Jon, Christian & Kara DeBruin; Meme, Jose’, Joseph 
& Kayla Tabuena; Kelsey Lee; Gerri Richards & Lisa 
Helm; Rev. Dr. Charles Rice; David & Ethan Wyatt; Cait 
Essien; Angela Lewallen; Mike & Elizabeth Chappell; 
Gordon Brown; Phil, Susan & Sydney Kapp; Gary & 
Wanda Chandler; Jim & Matt Jelinski; Sarah Surasky; 
Janice Mayo; and Ana Wilson!  Welcome! 

Midweek Spiritual Refresher: Midweek Spiritual Refresher: Midweek Spiritual Refresher: Midweek Spiritual Refresher: 
Grady Quick continues to lead this 
class at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesday’s.  
They are  studying Ephesians.  This is 
open to adults and high school students 
who seek to enrich their lives through 
Bible Study. 

This & That 

     The Men’s Fellowship will 
once again cook the Monthly 
Brunch for the congregation.  
Please plan to stay after the 
Worship service on Sunday, 
Jan. 10th for this delicious meal!  

There is no charge, however a basket 
for Free Will offerings will be available. 
     There will be an Adult Fellowship 
dinner at Salerno’s on Sunday,         
Jan. 17th, at 6:30 p.m.  Contact Jennifer 
Clay by Wednesday, Jan. 13th if you 
plan on attending. 
     The Missions Group will be 
sponsoring an Italian meal on Saturday, 
February 6th at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Tickets will be 
available after Worship soon.  Please fill 
out the insert in the Worship Bulletin if 
you are planning to attend. 
 

Annual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual Meeting    
Please plan to stay for the 
Monthly Fellowship Meal on 
Sunday, Jan. 31st, followed by 
the Annual Congregational 
meeting.  The Annual Reports 
will be available on Sunday, 
Jan. 24th on the Narthex table.  
During the annual meeting, we 
will vote on new officers and 
board members, receive reports 
from the President of the 
Congregation and the Pastor, 
and review the Proposed 2010 
Budget. 

. . . Refreshment Volunteers on Feb. 7th - Emily 
& Jane Leenerts and Samantha Wyatt. 
. . . Lunch Bunch: Feb. 3rd - Applebee’s. 
. . . Thanks to all those who attended the 
December Lunch Bunch & the WF meeting! 
. . . Thanks to Mary Quick, Wendy Littrell, and 
Carol Reyman for bringing & serving 
refreshments in December & January!  
. . . Thanks to Carol Howell for hosting the 
Christmas Party and to all those who attended 
and brought cookies! 
. . . Next meeting:  Jan. 17th (contact Mary 
Quick if you need Child Care) 
. . . Looking Ahead - Women’s Sunday will be 
Feb. 21st.  The Women’s Choir will be singing 
so please contact Margaret Wells if you are 
interested in being a part of the choir. 
. . . Spring Fling 2010 will be in Georgetown 
April 23-25.  Contact Mary Quick if you have 
questions.  

December Perfect Attendance 
Christian, Jon & Kara DeBruin; Emily 

Leenerts; Zoe Phillips; Ben & Sarah Quick; 
Christopher Sumner; Kayla & Joseph 

Tabuena; Chad & Sierra Warren; Kayla, 
Kimberly & Sean Wilkins! 

December Class Attendance 
Lower Elementary! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



January Calendar of Activities 
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January Volunteers Candle Lighters 
Jan 10: Sarah Olson 
Jan 17: Kara DeBruin 
Jan 24: Lizzie Olson 

Jan 31: Joseph Tabuena 

Sun., Jan. 10 Gathering with Instruments (every Sunday) 9:00 a.m. 
   Sunday School (every Sunday) 9:25 a.m. 
   Missions Group meets in Fellowship Hall (every Sunday) 9:25 a.m. 
   Adult Bible Study Class meets in Narthex (every Sunday) 9:35 a.m. 
   Chancel Choir Rehearsal in Choir Room (every Sunday) 10:15 a.m. 
   Family Worship Celebration 10:30 a.m. 
   Monthly Brunch by Men’s Fellowship 11:50 a.m. 
   CE Board meets during Brunch 12:00 p.m. 
   Youth (7th-12th) meet in Youth Room 12:00 p.m. 
   NO Confirmation Class  
Wed., Jan. 13 ANNUAL REPORTS DUE IN CHURCH OFFICE 
   Midweek Spiritual Refresher 6:15  p.m. 
   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., Jan. 17 Family Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 10:30 a.m. 
   Refreshments 11:50 a.m. 
   Women’s Fellowship meets 12:00 p.m. 
   NO Confirmation Class 
   Adult Fellowship Dinner at Salerno’s 6:30 p.m. 
Wed., Jan. 20 Midweek Spiritual Refresher 6:15  p.m. 
   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., Jan. 24 Family Worship Celebration   10:30 a.m. 
   Refreshments 11:50 a.m. 
   Music Board meets 12:00 p.m. 
   Youth (7th-12th gr.) meet 12:00 p.m. 
   Confirmation Class 1:30 p.m. 
   Doane College Choir Concert 4:30 p.m. 
   Dinner for Doane College Choir and Hosts 6:30 p.m. 
Mon., Jan. 25 Breakfast for Doane College Choir and Hosts 7:30 a.m. 
Tues., Jan. 26 Board of Deacons meets 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Jan. 27 Midweek Spiritual Refresher 6:15 p.m. 
   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., Jan. 31 Family Worship Celebration 10:30 a.m. 
   Monthly Fellowship Meal  11:50 a.m. 
   Annual Congregational Meeting 12:30 p.m. 
   Women’s Choir Rehearsal after Congregational Meeting 
   Confirmation Class 1:30 p.m. 
Tues., Feb. 2 Prepare Monthly Newsletter for Mailing 1:00 p.m. 
Wed., Feb. 3 Women’s Monthly Lunch Bunch at Applebee’s on Round Grove 11:30 a.m. 
   Midweek Spiritual Refresher 6:15 p.m. 
   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Feb. 6 Missions Group Italian Meal 5:30 p.m. 
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Hospitality 
Jan 17: Teresa Morrow & Dee Shuttlesworth 

Jan 24: Jane Leenerts & Wendy Littrell 

If you are unable to serve any of the dates you are assigned above, please contact the church at 972-315-2777. 

Communion Preparation: 
17th: Gloria & Bob Kiontke 

10th: Randy & Cheryl Nordhem, Erika Hope-Barker, Wendy Littrell 
17th: Randy & Jane Leenerts, Wayne & Carol Karsteadt 
24th: Rob Chalupa, Betty Zimmerman, Mike Howell, Amy Ball 
31st: Laura Martinez, Susan Wilkins, Carol Reyman, Sonya Howard 

10th: Bob Kiontke, Anne Smith, Charles Littrell 
17th: Janice Agritelley, Christa Hall, Scott & Samantha Wyatt 
24th: Wayne & Carol Karsteadt, Carol Reyman 
31st: Amy Ball, Wendy Littrell, Ben Torres 

Jan. 31st 
Christa Hall, Jon Hope, Erika Hope-Barker, 

Nichole Barker, Charlie Littrell 



     Dorothy Todd was recently 
hospitalized with health 
issues.  Please continue to 
keep her and her family in 

your prayers. 
 Our love and prayers go out to Donna 
Johnson, who recently lost her sister; to 
Willie Compton, who recently lost her 
brother; to Dorothy Hubble, who recently 
lost her sister, and to Byron Wells, who 
recently lost his father and his aunt; and 
to all other members and friends who 
have lost loved ones earlier in the year.  If 
you are aware of a death in a member’s 
or friend’s family, please contact Pastor 
Wells. 
 Devyn Howell, son of Vicki & Doug 
Howell and grandson of Mike & Carol 
Howell, was baptized prior to the 
Christmas Eve Celebration.  May God 

Bless Devyn and his family! 
 The 2010 Calendars to provide 
Flowers ($25/arrangement), Worship 
Bulletins ($6.50), the Monthly Newsletter 
($60) and the CCA Pantry Shelf are on 
the table in the Narthex. 
     The 2010 Offering Envelope boxes 
are available in the Narthex.  Please 
check your name off when you pick up 
your box. 
     The Lewisville El Chico will give a 20% 
discount for each ticket when a Bulletin 
from Round Grove United Church is 
presented on a Sunday. 
     The Lewisville Cotton Patch Cafe will 
give a 10% discount for each ticket when 
a Bulletin from Round Grove United 
Church is presented on a Sunday. 
     The Lewisville It’s Greek to Me 
restaurant is offering a 20% discount to 

members and friends of Round Grove 
United Church. 
     All five slots of the Round Grove 
Shelf at the Christian Community 
Action Food Pantry are available in 
January.   
     Jennifer Wells Clay will give a 15% 
discount to church members who enroll in 
her Music Steps early childhood music 
classes. She is renting the Choir Room 
on an hourly basis for these classes. 
Contact her at 214-727-0953 or 
ecmusicsteps@yahoo.com. 
     Remember to participate in the Tom 
Thumb Reward Card (our Tom Thumb 
number is 5943) and the Albertsons 
Community Card (on Narthex table) 
programs to support our Music Ministry 
and the Women’s Fellowship Scholarship 
Fund.      

Special Happenings 

Rush -Dated Material- Mailed January 5, 2010        
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The Round Grove Rambler 
(Return service requested) 


